
Application Addendum for the Ethiopian Program
April 9, 2011
Dear Adoptive Family, 

It is of great importance to CCI that you understand the current situation in Ethiopia. The U.S. Department of State has issued notices concerning adopting from Ethiopia. Essentially, officials have expressed concern about the adoption process in Ethiopia and have indicated that they will be scrutinizing adoptions much more closely.  They have indicated that there will be more delays in the approval process and families need to be aware of this.  The embassy approval process, after an adoption is finalized, can take weeks up to several months.
In addition to this, the courts of Ethiopia are requesting new documents and additional documents that have never before been requested.  This is creating delays in being able to submit cases to court and orphanages are becoming more reluctant to accept new children due to the increased paperwork being required and the long time frame being required in caring for the children while being adopted. This means that referrals are coming much slower and less children seem to be presented to agencies.
At this time, CCI is no longer accepting applications for clients wishing to adopt two infants/young toddlers at the same time, regardless of gender, unless the children are siblings or are on the waiting child list. 
In light of the current slowdown, we are requiring that potential adoptive family acknowledge the following:

I understand that CCI never guarantees that an adoption from any country will occur, especially given the current circumstances with Ethiopia;

a. I understand that the only other countries where CCI is currently offering adoption programs is Taiwan (for children with special needs) and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
b. Should a change of country plan become necessary, I agree to pay the standard $1,300 country-change fee.
Please complete the following:

Adoptive Parents Name(s): _________________________________________________

I am interested in a special needs child from Taiwan should Ethiopia no longer be an option. Yes/No
I am interested in an adoption from the Democratic Republic of Congo and I meet the country requirements (if married, 5 years of marriage, and no more than 2 children currently living in my home).  Yes/No

OR

If you only want to adopt from Ethiopia, initial here ____ ____. By initialing and signing this document, you state you understand that Ethiopia may no longer be an option for US families should the USDOS temporarily or permanently close this adoption program to Americans. You also understand that if Ethiopia is not reopened within one year, you forfeit all fees paid to CCI if CCI is not able to assist you with an Ethiopian adoption and if you do not choose to adopt from another country and pay the $1,300 country change fee. 

I/We, __________________________________, understand and agree to the above stated conditions and would like to apply to the Ethiopian Adoption Program. I/We understand that if my/our application is approved that CCI will help me/us gather our dossier for Ethiopia, and at the time our dossier is gathered and I/we have obtained USCIS approval, CCI will make a decision on whether to pursue an Ethiopian adoption at that time based on the actions of the US government related to Ethiopian adoptions. 

I/We also understand that our application for an adoption from Ethiopia will not be processed without this addendum. 

_________________________________
______________________________
Prospective Adoptive Father


Prospective Adoptive Mother

Sworn and subscribed before me this ___ day of the month of _______________, 2011. 

_________________________________


Notary
Public
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